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Overview (< 60 words) Begin this section with “This EnviroAtlas national map” or “This EnviroAtlas community map” and follow with a description of the individual map layer. You can use verbs such as displays, portrays, estimates, etc. Include any distances or definitions created for the metric. <photo should relate to layer directly>

EXAMPLE: This EnviroAtlas national map displays the mean number of mammal species with potential habitat within each subwatershed (12-digit HUC) in the southwestern United States (Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah). These data are based on habitat models, and not wildlife counts. The potential habitat may be specific to wintering, breeding, or year-round activities depending on the species.
Why is <this layer> important?

(300 – 500 words) This section should explain to a non-technical user the importance of including this metric in EnviroAtlas.  
· Please begin this section with a brief summary paragraph of what you will be talking about in this section, so that users will still get important information even if they only read the first paragraph. 
· Main paragraphs/points in this section should directly address the layer’s relationship to its specified associated benefit categories. Use the EnviroAtlas data matrix as your guide for this. For example, Percent rare ecosystem is linked to Recreation, Culture, and Aesthetics and Biodiversity Conservation. It is okay to mention other linkages based on your existing knowledge, but this should not be the focus of information you provide. If you feel strongly that a layer should be linked to additional benefit categories, discuss with the EnviroAtlas Development Team.  
· Please cite information where appropriate. This is especially important if you provide specific numbers, details, or information that is not widely known. Use your discretion in this. When directly citing, please use an endnote citation style (i.e. a superscript number goes at the end of the sentence) but please do not use the endnote function in word. If you do not think you need to directly cite a source but use a resource in your fact sheet, please include it in the Selected Publications section (more info about this below). 

· If you use words that will need to be included in the glossary, please also provide the definition of that word and the source in a comment. You are welcome to provide the definition in text if you are not pressed for space. Refer to the glossary for help on what types of words we have included thus far:  http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/EnviroAtlas/Glossary/glossary.html. 
How can I use this information?

(~150 words) Begin this section with “The map, <layer title>” followed by a one line description of the map. EXAMPLE: The map, Mean Mammal Species Richness – Southwest, is one of three EnviroAtlas maps that illustrate indicators of mammal species richness for the southwest.
This section should include potential uses for the data.  What does this map help you do? Are there any other map layers that can or should be combined with this metric?  Is it related to any other metrics that should be mentioned here? (ex: mean, max, NIB species richness sheets are all related) 

<<Because we don’t want to overwhelm people with information on the first page, there is a column/page break here. The information provided in your fact sheet should fit this format; that is - the first three sections should fit on the first page and the remaining six sections should fit on the second page.  If this is not the case, please consider revising. We will make every effort to make all relevant information fit, and can adjust the format when absolutely necessary, but prefer to have consistency across fact sheets. >>
How were the data for this map created?
(100 - 200 words) This section should include links to source data and tools when possible. Content should be pretty basic and focused on letting a user who wouldn’t be able to read an xml file understand what data went into the map and what  toolboxes, programs, or resources were used to generate the metric. Feel free to borrow relevant text from current fact sheets. 
EXAMPLE: This data layer is based on data generated by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Gap Analysis Program (GAP).  The GAP program maps the distribution of natural vegetation communities and potential habitat for individual terrestrial vertebrate species. These models utilize predictive environmental variables (e.g., GAP land cover, elevation, distance to water) to derive deductive habitat models for each species. A component of GAP, SWReGAP modeled habitat for 215 mammal species that reside, breed, or use the habitat within the 5-state Southwest study area for a significant portion of their life history. Mammal species richness was calculated by combining predicted habitat for all GAP individual mammal species by pixel across the Southwestern United States. The number of mammal species in each pixel was then summarized by subwatershed (12-digit HUC) and the mean value for each HUC was calculated. For more information on these methods, see the layer’s metadata or the publications below. 
What are the limitations of these data?
(100 - 200 words) This section should include specific limitations that users should keep in mind when using the data.  Again, think of a user who won’t read xml and isn’t going to repeat the process. Feel free to borrow relevant text from current fact sheets. 
EXAMPLE: EnviroAtlas uses the best data available, but there are still limitations associated with these data. These data are based on models and large national geospatial databases. Calculations based on these data are estimations of the truth founded on the best available science. Modeled data can be complementary but are not meant to replace monitoring data. 

Habitat models do not predict the actual occurrence of species, but rather their predicted occurrence based on their known associations with certain habitat types. Habitat is only one factor that determines the actual presence of a species.  Other factors include habitat quality, predators, prey, competing species, and fine scale habitat features such as woody debris. Accuracy information for the SWReGAP and GAP projects can be found on their respective web sites. For more technical details about the limitations of these data, refer to the layer’s metadata. 
How can I access these data?
You can use this text for this section. Please replace the second sentence with any links to download any relevant foundational data sets such as NLCD, GAP, NHD, etc.

EnviroAtlas data can be viewed in the interactive map, accessed through web services, or downloaded. Metric values for individual pixels may be obtained from the New Mexico State University Center for Applied Spatial Ecology. SWReGAP and GAP data can be accessed through their respective websites.
Where can I get more information?
If you know of any key websites or tools for more information on the topic of the metric, list them here. 
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�Before sending in your fact sheet for finalization, please make sure all comments and track changes have been removed. Please leave only glossary comments and those that are directly for the final editor. Thank you for your help! 


�


When changing the photo, please right click and select “Change Picture” so that it will keep the original formatting. 


Please cite the source for your photo with the person’s name and affiliation [Bob Barker, USFWS} or if they don’t give a name use the Agency and Location [USFWS, Oklahoma]. Use either Black or White as the font color, depending on what shows up best. 


We try to use photos from government agencies because it is easier. This is a good source for relevant photos: 


USFWS: �HYPERLINK "http://digitalmedia.fws.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/natdiglib"�http://digitalmedia.fws.gov/cdm/landingpage/collection/natdiglib� 


If you can’t find a photo after looking, we will find one for you. 


�


When formatting this section, put the papers in order of citation appearance with the associated number. 


Put all other publications after the numbered references in alphabetical order. 


Please hyperlink online sources or provide the link to the source. Do not link to paper abstracts. 









